
PIMCO	Cleanup,	July	30	2011		
Huntington	State	Beach,	Santa	Ana	River	Mouth,	9:00‐11:00	AM		

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	

Event	Summary	
 Weather	Conditions:		Partly	cloudy,	breezy	
 Low	Traffic	Area	
 High	Tide	
 Cleanup	conducted	within		approximately	100	meters	of	Santa	Ana	River	outlet	
 Plastics	and	Degraded	Debris	Analysis:	

o 4	transects,	10	meters	apart	
o 12	meter	distance	from	rack	line	to	fence,	sift	sites	3	meters	apart	(Rackline,	8m,	12m)	
o Undefined	location	of	sift	sites	for	7	sites	

 Styrofoam…	“Insane	Amount,”	“Countless,”	“Too	many	to	count,”	“Lots!”	“Unlimited,”	“I	can’t	believe	how	
much	Styrofoam	there	is!”	

 Interesting	debris:	Hot	Wheels,	chopsticks,	tennis	balls,	Legos,	light	bulbs	

Conclusions	
 Largest	Problem:		Land‐based	runoff	sources	and	debris	from	beach	activity	

o Low‐traffic	area,	so	most	likely	that	most	debris	is	largely	due	to	runoff	from	Santa	Ana	River	
 Fragmented	Styrofoam	and	plastics	are	the	most	prevalent,	persistent	debris	by	far	

o Persistence	is	demonstrated	by	its	presence	in	fragmented	debris	analysis	
	
	
	
	
	

www.coastkeeper.org ● 3151 Airway Avenue, Suite F-110 ● Costa Mesa, CA ● 92626 ● 714-850-1965 
 

The mission of Orange County Coastkeeper is to protect and 
preserve the region’s watersheds and marine habitats through 
education, advocacy, restoration, research, and enforcement.
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