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Total MPA Usage 

 

MPAs Surveys Activities 
Non-

Consumptive 
Consumptive On-Shore Off-Shore 

Potential 
Violation 

Upper Newport Bay 6 25 25 0 13 12 0 

Crystal Cove 23 323 316 7 294 29 0 

Laguna Beach 78 1850 1849 1 1703 147 1 

Dana Point 14 131 129 2 99 32 0 

 

 



 
 

 

The Orange County Marine Protected Area (OCMPA) Watch Program enlists volunteers, community 

groups and local government to monitor human activity in the Laguna Beach State Marine Reserve 

(SMR) and Crystal Cove, Dana Point, Laguna Beach, and Upper Newport Bay State Marine 

Conservation Areas (SMCAs). MPA Watch is a statewide program with the Orange County 

component run by Orange County Coastkeeper (OCCK). The goal of MPA watch is to provide 

information to enhance management and performance of Marine Protected Areas. MPA Watch 

should be viewed as the first part of a three-step process of monitoring, education, and enforcement 

to evaluate MPA effectiveness in the management of coastal and marine habitats and resources. 

 

Surveys are conducted at twenty seven locations in five Marine Protected Areas: Crystal Cove SMCA 

(Big Corona, Little Corona, Morning Canyon, Pelican Point and Reef Point), Upper Newport Bay 

SMCA (North Star Beach, Castaways, Rocky Point and Jamboree Bridge), Laguna Beach SMR 

(Crescent, Shaws, Fisherman's Cove, Heisler, Main, Woods, Moss Point, Victoria, Bluebird, Cress,  

and  Montage), Laguna Beach SMCA (Aliso Beach, West Beach and Table Rock) and Dana Point 

SMCA ( Thousand Steps, Salt Creek, Dana Point and Strands). We do not monitor the Bolsa Bay and 

Bolsa Basin SMCAs due to a lack of human activity in the MPAs there.  

 

We defined a large number of activities that our volunteers would be most likely to observe during 

their surveys including: beach recreation, wildlife viewing, snorkeling, and paddle boarding, and, 

fishing. Each activity falls under one of four broad categories: On-shore, Off-shore, Consumptive, and 

Non-consumptive.  

 

On-shore vs. Off-shore Distinction: On-shore includes any activities that are within the MPA 

boundaries of the mean high tide line. This, for the purposes of this project, includes sandy beaches 

and rock areas up to the nearest bluff or man-made structure. Off-shore includes the area within the 

offshore MPA boundaries as defined in the Fish and Game code and all activities that occur in this 

area. 

Consumptive vs. Non-consumptive: Consumptive activities include recreational and commercial take 

of marine species both on and offshore. Non-consumptive activities include kayaking, surfing, scuba-

diving, wildlife viewing, and beach-visiting. 

 

 



 
 

 

Activities Done Within MPAs 

 

 

 

 

 

Percentage Breakdown for All OC MPA Activities Jan-March 2019 

 

 

54.2% 

45.8% 

Upper Newport Bay 

Non-Consumptive Onshore Non-Conumptive Offshore

89.2% 

8.7% 1.9% 0.3% 

Crystal Cove 

Non-Consumptive Onshore Non-Conumptive Offshore

Consumptive Onshore Conumptive Offshore

92.0% 

7.9% 0.1% 

Laguna Beach 

Non-Consumptive Onshore Non-Conumptive Offshore

Consumptive Onshore

75.6% 

22.9% 

1% 

Dana Point 

Non-Consumptive Onshore Non-Conumptive Offshore

Conumptive Offshore

92.00% 

7.95% 0.05% 

Non-Consumptive Onshore Non-Conumptive Offshore Consumptive Onshore



 
 

 

 

Geographic Distribution of Potential violations, Activities and Surveys within 

MPAs 
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1st Quarter 2019 Orange County MPAs Activities 

 

MPAs 
Actual 
Activities 

Activities 
By Mile 

Non-
Consumptive 
Onshore   

Non-
Consumptive 
Offshore   

Consumptive 
Onshore   

Consumptive 
Offshore   

Potential 
Violation 

Castaway 9 30 23 7 0 0 0 

Jamboree 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Rocky Point 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
North Star 
Beach 4 133 0 133 0 0 0 

Big Corona 436 3354 3069 215 54 15 0 

Little Corona 142 2029 1786 200 43 0 0 

Morning 
Canyon 6 46 1 38 0 0 0 

Pelican Point 69 99 79 20 0 0 0 

Reef Point 42 38 35 3 0 0 0 

Table Rock 9 900 900 0 0 0 0 

Aliso Creek 238 3967 3783 183 0 0 0 

West Beach 685 6850 6160 690 0 0 0 

Bluebird 28 175 150 25 0 0 0 

Crescent 530 10600 9580 1020 0 0 0 

Cress 279 517 439 78 0 0 0 

Fisherman's 
Cove 139 13900 13300 600 0 0 0 

Heisler 35 206 176 24 6 0 1 

Victoria 345 5750 5483 0 0 0 0 

Main 402 3350 3067 283 0 0 0 

Montage 629 1258 1202 56 0 0 0 

Moss 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Wood's 
Cove 8 800 800 0 0 0 0 

Shaw's Cove 22 2200 2100 100 0 0 0 

Dana Point 45 173 123 35 0 15 0 

Salt Creek 80 133 105 28 0 0 0 

Strands 72 103 67 36 0 0 0 

Thousand 
Steps 28 175 175 0 0 0 0 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

1st Quarter 2019 MPAs Total Activities Map 

 

 

 

 

Legend: Green represents few to no activities, red represents maximum amount of activities 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

Highlights of Upper Newport Bay Data Analysis 

 

100% of the Upper Newport Bay uses surveyed were non-consumptive.  

The most popular coastal activity in Upper Newport Beach is general beach recreation (33.0%). Other 

common activities are offshore recreation activities (7.0%). 

During this period (Jan- March 2019) we observed no potential MPA violations in the Upper Newport 

Bay MPA Watch area. 

 

Highlights of Crystal Cove Data Analysis 

 

98.9.0% of the Crystal Cove coastal uses surveyed were non-consumptive.  

The most popular coastal activities in Crystal Cove are general beach recreation (45.0%). Other 

common activities are tide pooling (2.0%) and boat and shore-based hook and line fishing (1.0%). 

During this period (Jan- March 2019) we observed no potential MPA violations in the Crystal Cove 

MPA Watch area. 

 

Highlights of Laguna Beach Data Analysis 

99.97% of the Laguna Beach coastal uses surveyed were non-consumptive.  

The most popular coastal activity in Laguna Beach was general beach recreation (44.5%).  

Other activities are present in the MPA, which are tide pooling (1.1%), dog walking (1.2%), and 

offshore activities such as Surfing & Kayaking (2.3%) and one non-compliant consumptive activity 

(0.03%).  

During this period (Jan-March 2019) we observed one (1) potential MPA violations in the Laguna 

Beach MPA Watch area (Heisler). 

 

 

Highlights of Dana Point Data Analysis 

99% of the Dana Point coastal uses surveyed are non-consumptive.  

The most popular coastal activity in Dana Point is general beach recreation (41.0%).  

Other common activities are surfing (4.0%) and boat hook and line/trap fishing (1%). 



 
 

During this period (Jan- March 2019) we observed no potential MPA violations in the Dana Point MPA 

Watch area. 

 

 

Next Steps 

 

OC Coastkeeper is working to integrate more partners and to implement the MPA Watch into Orange 

County educational systems. 

 

 

 

Additional Information 

For additional information regarding Marine Protected Area (MPA) Watch please refer to 

www.mpawatch.org. There you can find all of the coastal and marine environments that we work to 

protect across the state of California, who our partners are, and how you can get involved in the 

conservation of some of our most valuable natural, biological, and cultural resources. 


